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HIERACHY OF COURTS IN WA 

 

 

 

 

High Court of Australia 

Original Jurisdiction 

Has authority to hear 

matters regarding the 

constitutions and disputes 

between States 

Appellate Jurisdiction 

Hears appeals from: 

 Original jurisdiction for 

the High Court;  

 The Supreme Court 

Supreme Court of Western 

Australia 

General Division (Criminal) 

Has jurisdiction over 

criminal matters which 

carry life imprisonment as 

a maximum penalty 

Appeals Division  

Hears appeals from: 

 Single judge decisions of the 

Supreme Court;  

 Magistrates Court; and 

 District Court 

District Court of Western 

Australia (in other states may be 

called County Court) 

Magistrates Court of Western 

Australia 
Stirling Garden’s Magistrates 

Court 

Criminal Division 

Has jurisdiction to hear  

indictable matters which carry 

a maximum of 25 years 

imprisonment 

Children’s Court 

Presided over by 

District Court Judge 

and Magistrates 

Hears all criminal 

matters for people 

aged between 10 and 

17 years 

Includes a Drug Court 

General Criminal Division 

 Deals with summary and 

‘either way’ offences which 

carry maximum term of 

imprisonment of 3 years or 

less 

 Deals with the initial hearing 

for District Court criminal 

matters when a prosecution is 

commenced 

Drug Court  
A specialised court to assist 

people whose offending behaviour 

is a result of or related to 

entrenched drug use 

Family Violence Court  
A specialised court to provide 

intervention to offenders with 

charges relating to domestic 

violence 

Mental Health Court (START) 
The Specialist Treatment and 

Referral Team) Court is a 

specialised court catering to 

offenders whose behaviour is 

related to them having a mental 

illness 

Deals with the initial hearing 

for Supreme Court criminal 

matters when a prosecution is 

commenced 
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