The IAP is proud to award a Special Achievement Award to the R v Coban prosecution team, from Canada.  The team, from the British Columbia Crown Counsel Association, is comprised of Louise Kenworthy, Heather Guinn, Marcel Daigle, Kristen LeNoble, Dan Scanlon and Shirley Pederson.
Mr Coban, a resident of the Netherlands, was charged with sextortion of Amanda Todd, a young 15 year old girl living in British Columbia, Canada.  As a result of Mr. Coban’s actions, Ms. Todd tragically committed suicide.
The prosecution of Mr. Coban was extremely complex.  It related to offences that occurred between 2009 and 2011, conducted exclusively online.  The investigation uncovered some 700 messages sent to Ms. Todd, her family, peers and members of her community via 22 aliases across multiple social media platforms.  
A significant issue from the outset was that procedural and substantive legal differences in different countries and some of the complexities of the framework for cooperation between countries on legal issues, had the potential of resulting in important evidence being unavailable or inadmissible in the British Columbia prosecution.   As an example, Dutch law requires a Dutch judge to be present for the testimony of witnesses who testify via video link from the Netherlands.  This is a foreign concept to Canadian law and a five-day hearing took place during which the prosecution team argued strenuously in favour of a flexible interpretation of Canadian criminal procedure to incorporate concepts of Dutch law.  The Canadian court finally agreed and a Dutch judge was allowed to be present in the British Columbia court for the video testimony of the Dutch witnesses.
The results in this case were well reported in the media worldwide, and encouraged other young victims to come forward, thus reinforcing the rule of law and enhancing confidence in the administration of justice.
In recognition of the difficulties presented by this case, as well as the denunciation that must be made of such offences, the IAP congratulates the Aydan Coban prosecution team for their Special Achievement Award.
