
Max Hill KC, Director of Public Prosecutions - biography  
 
Max Hill KC is the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP). He was 
appointed by the Attorney General and took up post on 1 November 
2018.  
 
Max was born in Hertfordshire in 1964. He attended state primary 
schools and, following a family move to Northumberland, the Royal 
Grammar School in Newcastle upon Tyne. He won a scholarship to 
study Law at St Peter’s College, Oxford 1983-6. He qualified as a 
barrister in 1987 and was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 2008.  
 
While at the bar, Max both defended and prosecuted in complex 

cases including homicides, violent crime, terrorism, high value fraud and corporate crime. He 
was instructed in many of the most significant and high-profile murder trials in recent years, 
including the second set of trials concerning the killing of Damilola Taylor, and the London 
bombings of 2005.   
 
From March 2017 to October 2018 Max was the Independent Reviewer of Terrorism Legislation. 
As the Independent Reviewer, he compiled reports including an investigative review of the use 
of terrorism legislation following the Westminster Bridge attacks.  
 
Max was also the Leader of the South Eastern Circuit from 2014 to 2016, Chairman of the 
Criminal Bar Association from 2011 to 2012, and Chairman of the Kalisher Trust from 2014 to 
2018.  Until his appointment as DPP Max was Head of Red Lion Chambers.  
 
 
 


