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IAP Granting Programme  

Recipients’ feedback 

n order to enable prosecutors from developing countries to attend the IAP’s Annual 

Conferences, the Secretary-General has entered into agreements with the Australian, 

Canadian, Danish, Dutch, Finnish, French, Irish, Norwegian, Swedish and United Kingdom 

governments and the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie and others including Private 

Industry for financial assistance, which has facilitated the attendance of up to 25 prosecutors 

annually.  

This year, we are pleased to report that the following prosecutors participated in the granting 

programme: Ismail Ali Jama, Somalia; Leone Sua-Mailo, Samoa; Admasu Ango Sartet, Ethiopia; 

Bola Akinsete, Nigeria; Margaret Adifaka Suifa’asia, Solomon Islands; Elivera du Plooy, South Africa; 

Paula Llewellyn, Jamaica; Aishat Bisam, Maldives 

Many thanks to those of you who personally donated – a total of 3,100 EUR was collected last year 

through an online donation system from 46 IAP members. Next to the online donations, we also 

received donations from two others, including a very generous donation from IAP Senator and IAP 

Honorary Member, Judge Salvatore Vasta, Australia, covering flight expenses and registration fee 

for one granting participant.  

Here are some reactions from the 2016 recipients of the granting programme who attended the 

IAP’s 21st Annual Conference, held in Dublin, Ireland: 

Bola Akinsete (Prosecutor, Ministry of Justice, Lagos, Nigeria): The IAP 

2016 conference became a reality for me when I received the email 

congratulating me as one of the recipient of the IAP grant. As a 

young prosecutor from Lagos Nigeria, it was an opportunity and a 

great privilege to share the experience from my jurisdiction and to 

learn from other prosecutor from all over the world. I was indeed 

happy to note that a lot of the challenges we face as prosecutors 

are very similar, and it is only at such gatherings that you can 

understand how others resolve some of these challenges. The theme 

this year was apt and addresses major issues confronting prosecutors 

all over the world. Apart from the intellectual learning experience, the 

social events in the city of Dublin were fun and relaxing. It was my first time visiting Dublin, Ireland 

and will certainly visit again. I thank the IAP for the grant which gave me the opportunity to attend 

the 2016 annual conference and also to share the experience from Lagos, Nigeria. 
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Margaret Suifa’asia (Principle Legal Officer, Office of the 

Director of Public Prosecutions, Solomon Islands): Resuming 

duties on 21 September 2016 after a 14 hours flight from 

Dublin to the Solomon Islands, reality slips in and routine of 

prosecution work returns to normalcy for me. Time flew by 

and the 21st IAP Conference in Dublin seems like ages ago. 

Nevertheless, the experience was swell. It was my second 

attendance at an IAP event and it would not have been 

possible without the generosity of the granting programme. I 

personally thank the programme for sponsoring my 

attendance at the 21st IAP Conference. It will not be the last 

because I became an IAP individual member on this 

occasion as well – a bonus. The experience of the 

conference gave me the opportunity to learn from other 

jurisdictions’ approaches and systems of dealing with various 

issues  discussed in the plenaries and the special groups. It was 

also a chance to develop acquaintances with prosecutors of vast experience and knowledge. 

Being able to speak to them and pick their brains has motivated me to build my career in 

prosecution, and hopefully attain a position on the bench. Moreover, lessons learned in the 

conference equipped me with concepts I can bring home to introduce and implement in my 

jurisdiction. I look forward to being part of the next annual conference. The experience of Dublin 

itself was amazing and one to remember for a lifetime. I had to have Guinness at a bar for a real 

Irish experience. 

Leone Sua-Mailo (Assistant Director of Public Prosecution, National Prosecution Office, Samoa): This 

was my first international conference for prosecutors after being a prosecutor for more nine years, 

and it was an amazing experience to be able to see varying cultures and to meet with people of 

such distinguished calibre. It was also great to learn of the countries’ varying legal systems, 

particularly from those prosecutors coming from 

inquisitorial legal systems. Despite the differences in legal 

systems, there were notable similarities about best 

practices which we also adopt in our own jurisdiction. 

The most rewarding experience I received from the 

conference was appreciating the benefits of networking 

with fellow prosecutors who are readily available and 

keen to offer assistance without boundaries and 

expectations. Another benefit which I experienced is the 

wealth of resources readily available for free (e.g. GPEN) 

for countries with financial constraints. The other amazing 

part of the meeting was the promotion of the exchange 

program which our country has had some experience 

with in the past with the prosecution offices both in NZ 

and in Australia. Overall my experience at the IAP 
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conference was fruitful and memorable. As such, continuing attendance to these conferences will 

be welcomed and of great value. 

Ismail Ali Jama (Strategic Policy Advisor, Office of Attorney General, Federal Republic of Somalia): 

First of all, thank you IAP and donor countries for giving me the opportunity to shine at the IAP 

Conference held in Dublin. It was an honour to represent my country at the highest level. I would 

not have been there without this opportunity. I established many contacts and made lots of close 

friends there, and am hoping that we will represent Somalia in a stronger teams in the future. I am 

dong lots of work to make sure that the office of the attorney general is widely known both locally 

and overseas. Since we are recovering from a history of destruction, hatefulness, and hostility, and 

heading towards more sharing and living together under a fair and firm rule of law, my country 

needs all the support we can get internationally. I am currently liaising with a UAE team I met in 

Dublin, and hope more fruitful cooperation will come out from our discussion. None of this could 

have materialised without your generous invitation given to me at Dublin.  

How to contribute or participate in the Granting Programme 

If you would like to contribute financially to the Granting Programme, or if you think you may be 

eligible for a grant, please contact the Secretary-General at sg@iap-association.org 
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