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 Justin Thornton is a white collar criminal defense attorney based in Washington, 

DC. Prior to entering private practice in 1987, Mr. Thornton served for a decade as a 

federal prosecutor and received top honors from the U.S. Department of Justice Tax 

Division and the Internal Revenue Service for his successful prosecution of tax crimes 

throughout the United States. A graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel 

Hill (B.A. 1971) and the University of South Carolina School of Law (J.D. 1977), Justin 

Thornton has written extensively about various white collar criminal matters and has 

been a frequent speaker to numerous professional groups throughout the United States 

and abroad. He is ranked as a Washington, DC Super Lawyer and as one of The Best 

Lawyers in America in the practice area of white collar criminal defense. Justin Thornton 

serves on the board of editors of Business Crimes Bulletin, and also is a Fellow of the 

American College of Tax Counsel as well as the American Bar Foundation. 
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